CHARACTER  Archetypes

	
	Definition
	Example from literature

(with justification)
	Example from popular culture

(with justification)

	The Hero

(the protagonist)
	The character (usually, but not always, a male) who has to go on a journey on order to attain a reward.

	
	

	The Scapegoat


	Often the one who must be sacrificed in order for the hero to complete his or her journey)

	
	

	The Evil One (the antagonist)
	The character in conflict with the hero; the one attempting to keep the hero from completing the journey.
	
	

	The Mentor
	The teacher or guide – the character who provides advice on how the hero can complete the journey.
	
	

	The Friendly Beast
	This character often inspires fear at first, but becomes a friend.
	
	

	
	Definition
	Example from literature

(with justification)
	Example from popular culture

(with justification)

	The Monster or monstrous creature
	The monster is usually one of the obstacles that the hero faces.
	
	

	Loyal Friends
	
	
	

	Star-Crossed Lovers
	
	
	

	The Outcast
	
	
	

	The Woman Figure Earth-mother, Temptress, Unfaithful Wife, Damsel in Distress:
	
	
	


